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Buildings/Grounds 

Project Ujima, a camp for 
children, will be using our 
grounds this summer.  Project 
Ujima is sponsored by Children’s 
Hospital for children affected by 
violence. This is the second 
summer they will be utilizing our 
facility. The last time was in 
2015.  The program is focused on 
helping stop the cycle of violent 
crime. They will be using our 
facility 06/19/17-07/28/17.  
 
Vendors and contractors are 
being sought for the kitchen 
repair, cement repair, and to 

fix the peeling paint problem in 
the basement bathroom. 
 
New carpeting will be installed 
into the pastor’s office along 
with getting some fresh paint on 
the walls.  The room should be 
ready for C. Marquardt July 1st. 
 
Mared Mechanical has checked 
the heating/cooling units on the 
gym roof.  Filters have been 
changed and the coolant levels 
checked. 
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July Birthdays 
7/01  Simon D. 
7/02  Kathleen C. 
7/02  Marlene S. 
7/03  Olive K. 
7/05  James T. 
7/11  David B. 
7/12  Taylor I. 
7/14  Deb H. 
7/18  Elisha D. 
7/21  Sue G. 
7/24  Steve G. 
7/28  Deonna G. 
7/28  Gloria H. 
7/29  Sarah C. 
7/30  Christopher D. 
7/31  Rachel K. 

Upcoming Events 
July 9th  
Ordination/Installation of Christian Marquardt. 4:30 p.m. Service. Reception to follow. Sign-up to bring a dessert. See July 2nd bulletin insert. 
  

July 31 – August 3 
Vacation Bible School. 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Watch for more details in the upcoming weeks. 
 

Sunday, August 27th 
Set aside this Sunday as we will celebrate Pastor Kassulke’s retirement from the pastoral ministry.  This will be his last Sunday of preaching here at 
St. James.  Be sure you have submitted your RSVP (by July 30) if you are planning to attend the dinner that follows the fellowship time. 
 

September 6th   
First day of the morning and afternoon preschool sessions. 
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Financial Report 
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Summary Financial Information 
9/1/16-5/31/17 
       Actual      Budget 
       Y-T-D       Y-T-D 
Year to date 
   Total Revenue (1)   $201,022.68 $201,330.63 
 
Year to date 
   Total Expenses  $215,697.16 $233,430.48 
 
 Net Gain/(Loss)  $  14,674.48)    ($32,099.85) 
 

(1) Total Revenue includes $12,410.00 borrowed from 
Joseph’s Harvest Fund to pay for window repairs and 
the February 2017 payroll. 

 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some 
water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. 
What can stand in the way of my being baptized? 

And he gave orders to stop the chariot. 
Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into 

the water and Philip baptized him. 
Acts 8:36-38 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship Essays 
Finley B. will be attending fourth grade at St. 
John’s in Wauwatosa.  His parents, Matt and 
Eilene, submitted the following essay: 
 

To prepare for the essay, we discussed the context 
of Galatians five.  Paul was writing to the church in 
Galatia in order to help them continue to grow in 
their knowledge of God.  They were likely a church 
began by Paul himself due to a missionary trip to 
Galatia.  We began reading in Galatians 5:13 and 
ended with Galatians 5:26.  This gave us a fuller 
picture ow what it means to live by the fruits of the 
Spirit through seeing the contrast of living by the 
sinful nature, which only brings about selfish 
ambitions.  Paul quoted Jesus by saying that the 
whole law is summed up in one command, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  We made another 
important note in verse 18 that the fruits of the 
Spirit come about by being “led by the Spirit.” 
 
The fruits of (following) the Spirit are love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.  When asked which 
comes easiest, Fin replied “Joy, kindness and 
goodness.”  I asked him why he chose those and he 
said, “Because that’s the way God made me.”  He 
felt joy came easy to him as he said he feels happy 
most of the time.  He said he chose kindness 
because we (his parents) are always telling him 
that he is kind to his friends and family and we are 
thankful for that.  And he chose goodness because 
he often tries to do what is best in the 
circumstances he comes across each day. 
 
As Fin’s mother, I would agree with his assessment 
of his strengths.  I also believe that is the way God 
made him.  He is particularly ethical in his choices, 
and we trust him to make good decisions even in 
the face of pressure from others.  We have 
overheard him dissuade others from making poor 
choices, and heard him decline when they have 
tempted him to disobey our instructions.  We hope 
this is a stable characteristic through the teen 
years!  Regarding his joy, Fin is often singing or 
humming throughout the household as he moves 
from room to room.  He always wants to have fun 
and enjoy time together with family and friends. 
 
When asked which fruit of the spirit is most 
difficult, he quickly chose, “patience.”  He noted 
that he has trouble being patient with his younger 
sibling.  We would agree that it is one of the most 
frequent corrections between the two of them.  In 
other terms, we are working on battling the, 
“get it now!” mindset that is encouraged by 
our society.  If Fin wants something from the 
store or to go somewhere special, he wants to 
do it, today.  Luckily, his father has been gifted 
with enough patience to fill an ocean.  He is 
teaching all of us the wisdom of waiting.  
While we all, “want it now,” our family is 
learning that God has all of eternity to make 
things happen.  And that His timing is always 
perfect, never early and never late. 
 

We are thankful for Finley’s gifts and feel truly blessed 
by him as our son.  We trust God to continue to guide 
him as he grows in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

 
 
Hunter will be a senior at Luther Prep in Watertown, 
and submitted the following essay: 

 
John F. Kennedy once said in an address to the people of 
the United States, “Ask not what your country can do for 
you – ask what you can do for your country.”  The 
intended takeaway here is an ideology of selflessness – 
patriotic in nature, but selflessness nevertheless.  
Selflessness is a term that best defines what Paul points 
out as the ideal Christian way of living.  This faith-driven 
way of living is characteristic of the nine fruits of the 
Spirit; each individual fruit affects a different aspect of a 
Christian’s life.  The problem arises when our sinful 
nature is thrown into the mixture, and we all resultantly 
struggle with certain fruits. 
 
Personally, I struggle the least with joy.  Not a day goes 
by where I experience hardship that isn’t dwarfed in 
comparison to others’ hardships.  I live a life abounding 
with blessings from God.  Never have I experienced 
struggle enough to make me feel self-pitiful or helpless, 
and I am thankful to God for such.  I have been only a 
spectator to misfortune and adversity, and the few times 
I have had a taste of disadvantage, I have not been far 
from others who love and encourage me in my faith.  
Most importantly, I am comforted with my salvation in 
Jesus, which alone is enough to bring joy to all who 
believe. 
 
Because of my sin, I also do struggle with some of the 
fruits of the Spirit – kindness in particular.  I have not 
often passed on opportunities to tear others down for 
my own personal gain, nor have I taken advantage of the 
opportunities to lift others up.  My vision of others as my 
brothers and sisters is shrouded by sin, and thus I do not 
value them as such.  I find every reason I can to justify 
being unkind to others, and do not place myself in 
positions that require me to be kind.  Not only is being 
unkind sinful, but by doing so, I drag my savior’s name 
through the dirt by not reflecting his love to those 
around me. 
 
Blessed I am, however, because my failure to live a 
Christian life has been forgiven.  I do not struggle 
helplessly, but rather with my savior at my back.  Though 
I will continue to struggle with the fruits of the Spirit for 
the remainder of my life in this world, I ultimately am 
victorious over this struggle, because of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.  I have been made righteous in the eyes of 
God, and heaven is my inheritance. 

 
 
Encourage and pray for all our young people and their 
parents as they continue to enjoy the blessings of a 
Christian education, made possible, in part, by the 
scholarship gifts from St. James. 
 
If you want to know how you can contribute to the 
Scholarship Fund, speak with Steve G., Tom B., or Sue G. 
in the church office. 
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